1 & 2 Thessalonians

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ

Today's lesson was on chapter 1 of 1 Thessalonians. Paul seems to like
groups of 3s! See if you can answer the following questions.

1. What 3 names are given as being the authors of 1 Thessalonians?
(See 1 Thess. 1:1.)

2. What 3 characteristics of the Thessalonian church does Paul
remember without ceasing? (See 1 Thess. 1:3.)

3. The gospel did not come to the Thessalonian church in word only,
but also in what 3 things? (See 1 Thess. 1:5.)

4. The word of the Lord “sounded forth” from the church in
Thessalonica to what 3 places? (See 1 Thess. 1:8.)

ANS. (1) Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy (2) Their work of faith, labor
of love, and patience of hope (3) in power, in the Holy Spirit, and in
much assurance (4) Macedonia, Achaia, and in every place

Literary Considerations

*In the Greek, verses 2 through 10 of 1 Thessalonians are one
sentence! This sentence is centered on the idea of thanks. It
should remind us that thankfulness should be the major
portion of our speech.

*Faith, love, and hope (1 Thess. 1:3) are also mentioned by
Paul in 1 Corinthians 13 but in a different order. According to
Jon Paulien, whatever Paul wants to emphasize, he puts last in
the list. In Corinthians he emphasizes love so he writes of
“faith, hope, and love” while in 1 Thessalonians he emphasizes
hope.
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